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By the time you read this, our 2015 
Women’s Weekend Away will be over, 
but the anticipation of what God will 

use us to do in our communities and around 
the world is only just building. Which brings me 
to this issue of live – the Anchor Causes issue. 

CBWOQ launched the Anchor Cause 
program just before Christmas 2014 with 
two posts on our website. Our executive 
director Diane McBeth shared about this 
network at our Women’s Weekend Away. 
And with this issue, you’ll read stories, 
interviews and profiles that unpack the 
power—and challenge—of anchor causes. 

Are you ready to deepen your engagement 
with vulnerable women, with youth and 
children at risk, with those who champion 
community development—right in your 
neighbourhood, church community or abroad? 

If you are, please keep this issue close to 
hand as you explore anchor causes. Use it as a 
reminder of the steps involved in choosing an 
anchor cause. Read it for inspiration—hear how 
other groups formed ministries, small and not-
so-small. Most of all, use it as your prayer guide.

RJ  

Correction
There were two errors in the March/April issue: 
•	 We	misspelled	Aylmer.	
•	 In	the	2014	Annual	Report,	we	referred	to	the	

South	Central	Association	by	its	former	name—
Guelph	Association—in	the	Givings	By	Association	
financial report. 

Our apologies for these errors. 
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Anchor CAUSES
Integral Mission . . . at home and abroad

Do you want to help in your 
community but feel paralyzed by 

the number of needs? Perhaps you 
already serve but wish you could 

get training and connect with others 
doing similar ministries. Introducing 
a new (free) network to support your 

effective integral mission both here 
and internationally . . . 

CBWOQ Anchor Causes.

by	Diane	McBeth

STEP ONE – Pray and do the research
Gather a few women together and pray. What do you feel called to? 
Before your next meeting, ask each person to pray and bring back a 
verse or thought they had about the issue. Try to discern God’s leading 
by listening to what He says to you and others. 

Meanwhile, research the needs in your community. Ask other 
churches and groups what they are doing. (Are you called to fill in a 
gap?) You can survey your neighbourhood with two questions: 
•	 What	are	the	three	biggest	needs	in	this	community?	
•	 What	do	you	think	would	help?	

You will likely uncover needs you didn’t know about and later, 
people will be more likely to participate if their opinions were included 
from the beginning. 

STEP TWO – Choose an anchor cause
Consider the information you have gathered and listen carefully to how 
God is speaking to each member of the group. Prayerfully discern the 
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one sector to which God is calling you. Then 
surrender the needs you can’t meet into His 
hands. Ask Him to meet those needs through 
another channel.

When you choose your cause, think in 
terms of sectors rather than specific projects 
or programs. For example, instead of saying 
“We will partner with Women’s Shelter X” say, 
“We will support vulnerable women, including 
Women’s Shelter X.” Once you get involved 
you may discern many other needs and 
possibilities. New women who join your group 
may bring different ideas about how to help.

STEP THREE – Get connected
Let us know what sector you have chosen 
(bwoq@baptist.ca or 416-620-2954). We 
will send you some information and connect 
you to related Canadian Baptist Ministries 
programs in the same sector. 

We will begin by offering support to the 
following three sectors: 
•	 Children	and	youth	at	risk
•	 Vulnerable	women
•	 Food	and	community	development

For each of these three sectors we plan to:
•	 present	at	least	one	training	workshop	each	
year
•	 facilitate	at	least	one	online	conference	per	
year with an international program working in 
that sector
•	 eventually	offer	sector-related	short-term	
mission trips.

STEP FOUR – Launch 
Organize and start helping in the area you 
have chosen. Let’s maximize whatever we 
have for the kingdom and for others.

Still other seed fell on good soil, where it 
produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty 
times what was sown (Matthew 13:8 NIV). 

The Work of CANAdiAN 
BAptiSt MiNiStRiES

Cry Hope
“Is there anything that makes you happy?” asked a concerned 
visitor to four sisters living alone in Rwanda.

Their mother was killed in the genocide. Their father later 
died of AIDS. The girls were poor and vulnerable. The two oldest 
girls worked carrying water for neighbours from a river several 
kilometres away. They sacrificed so that their younger sisters could 
attend school. Their house needed repairs and the roof leaked 
because they had been forced to sell some of the tin sheets. They 
existed on the margins of life with no hope for the future. 

“At night before we sleep, when we cry out to God about our 
needs,“ answered the oldest.

God heard their cries. 
He acted on their behalf through Canadian Baptist Ministries’ 

(CBM)	Orphans	and	Vulnerable	Children	project	where	they	
received nutritious food, school fees, spiritual counsel, health care, 
supervision by a trusted adult mentor, house repairs, and new 
family—a local Baptist church that welcomed them. 

There are women and children in many places of the world 
who continue to cry out to God for mercy and justice. They suffer 
disproportionately from poverty, sickness, malnutrition and other 
human rights violations. They are denied education. They are 
abused, oppressed, and marginalized. 

The following are some ways CBM is providing a hopeful 
response, working in partnership with local churches around the 
world.

by	Laurena	Zondo
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Cry Food
The prevalence of hunger is the painful evidence of global inequalities 
and the harsh reality of poverty. CBM is committed to addressing 
hunger through its Food and Community Development ministries 
with projects that range from direct food assistance in times of crisis to 
longer-term food security—helping families become confident in their 
ability to either produce or earn enough money to purchase the food 
necessary for healthy and active lives. 

In developing countries such as Bolivia, the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo, India, Kenya, Rwanda and South Sudan, CBM provides 
agricultural training to increase the nutritional value and crop 
production in sustainable ways; resources, such as livestock, seeds 
and tools; nutrition workshops and kitchen gardens; and vocational 
skills training and small loans to help families start income-generating 
projects. 

Cry Health
It shouldn’t matter where in the world you are born, but it does. India 
has one of the world’s highest maternal and child mortality rates. 
The poor in developing countries bear a disproportionate burden of 
communicable diseases and health issues. They have increased exposure 
and risk due to malnutrition, lack of affordable healthcare services, 
poor health and unsafe living conditions. Ultimately, it results in much 
shorter lives for so many. 

CBM’s AIDS and Health Care ministries offer compassionate 
care and measures to renew life—access to affordable health care, 
immunization	for	children,	malaria	nets	and	medicine,	HIV	testing	and	
treatment. Some of the critical health initiatives include Guardians 
of Hope, which provides care and practical support to orphans and 
families	impacted	by	HIV	and	AIDS;	treatment	and	prevention	of	
Chagas disease, a deadly, silent killer of the poor in Bolivia; the Mother 
and Child Care Centre for indigenous families in India; and trauma 
counseling and support for victims of sexual violence in the DR Congo.

Cry Childhood
Children represent the hopes and dreams for the future.  But far too 
many children today live in the midst of extreme poverty, conflict and 
other tragic circumstances. They are denied the chance to simply enjoy 
being a child. They may have to take on adult responsibilities at an 
early age and never have the opportunity to go to school. At least two-
thirds of uneducated children in the world today are girls. 

Without access to educational opportunities, girls are at a higher risk 
to become marginalized and exploited. They are less likely to own land, 

Listen to the cries. Join the response 
today. 
Pick up an anchor cause packet from 
CBWOQ and learn more about CBM’s 
projects in anchor cause sectors. And 
visit cbmin.org. 

Photo	credit:	Johnny	C.Y.	Lam

One	of	the	women	who	has	moved	from	isolation	to	becoming	a	community	leader	
in	CBM’s	Guardians	of	Hope	program.
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The Grace of pRAyER
Prayer changes things

by	Renée	James

Jill Weber is the executive director of 
the Greater Ontario House of Prayer 
(GOHOP), Canada’s longest running 

house of prayer. GOHOP is also a 
24-7 Canada community and Jill 
serves on the national leadership 

team for 24-7 Canada.

Hamilton, Ontario has a cupcake truck and a grilled cheese 
truck. Since 2011, it’s also had a prayer truck—a borrowed 
U-Haul parked in the garbage alley behind 30 Wilson Street, 

the address of Living Rock, a ministry to at-risk youth. The truck sits 
in a borrowed parking spot of course, mere blocks away from the city’s 
jail and homeless shelters. This year it was open for three and a half 
weeks. 

Jill Weber directs the Greater Ontario House of Prayer (GOHOP), the 
longest running house of prayer in Canada. Beginning in 2001 with 
inspiration from the International House of Prayer in Kansas City, Jill 
and her staff prayed daily for cities and churches in Southwest Ontario, 
saturating a large studio space at Crossroads Television Centre with 
spontaneous music, words, songs and dance. In 2011, GOHOP moved 
to downtown Hamilton. The prayer room of 12 years ago has evolved 

get a decent job, have a say in society or break 
out of the crushing cycle of poverty. 

Through our Children and Youth at Risk 
ministries, CBM offers educational and child-
centred care such as literacy projects and a 
secure girls’ residence for indigenous girls in 
India; school fees and support for children 
orphaned by AIDS in Kenya and Rwanda; 
Jireh, an educational centre for working 
children in Bolivia; Casa de la Amistad, a safe 
place to learn and thrive for children who live 
with an incarcerated parent in Bolivia; Peace 
Camp for youth in Rwanda and DR Congo 
to build friendships and peacebuilding skills; 
and other CBM projects which seek to equip, 
empower and enrich the lives of some of the 
world’s most marginalized children. 

She Matters to Amaris!

Take action at shematters.cbmin.org. Sign and send a letter to the 
Prime Minister. Let him know She Matters!

ACTION #2: Got a SHE that you value? Take a picture, post a tweet. Tell 
the world why SHE MATTERS to you. We are building a wall of support  
on social media. Just use the hashtag #CBMSheMatters. See who’s 
on the wall at the advocacy site.

The CBM Advocacy Campaign She Matters continues 
as together we end gender bias in education. 

shematters.cbmin.org

CBM ADVOCACY CAMPAIGN

Laurena is CBM’s communications consultant.
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It ’s an exchange of 
love, not a tool

into an urban monastery: a community home 
where Jill and her family live and where 
prayer now happens in the context of drop-in 
spaghetti suppers and in her training of the 
32 part-time students who’ve taken or will 
take GOHOP’s courses in urban monasticism 
(students learn how to re-order their lives 
around radical hospitality, faithful prayer and 
social justice). And for two to three weeks 
since 2011, 17 hours of prayer a day has also 
happened in the back of the U-Haul, a joint 
partnership between GOHOP and Living Rock. 

Jill’s not sure why the prayer truck draws 
her in. Hours spent sweating in the back of a 
U-Haul, feeling more and more grimy by the 
hour and praying for the city while the wails 
of sirens provide background music held no 
appeal. Neither did the monologues of the 
drunks and homeless passers-by who barely 
pause to allow Jill to pray for them. “In 2012, 
it was hot. A little bit risky and uncomfortable 
on many levels,” remembers Jill. “But never 
before had I experienced such a profound 
sense of being in the right place at the right 
time, doing the right thing . . . loving God and 
neighbour.”

 

q	Jill	in	the	prayer	truck.	
Photo	courtesy	Jill	Weber

Who are those neighbours? 
•	 The	four	half-dressed,	drunk	young	men	

who burst in and write their prayer requests 
(their gang tags and girlfriends’ names) 
on the paper covering the U-Haul’s walls. 
They’re trying to get off drugs and clean up 
their lives. 

•	 Sara,	who	can’t	climb	
into the truck due to 
mobility issues. Instead, 
she’s planted herself in one of the folded 
chairs in front of it. Jill gives her lessons in 
how to pray: “You see those people walking 
by? Let’s pray for them. See that parking 
lot? Let’s pray that no cars get broken 
into.” Sara has to be sent back to her group 
home at 10 p.m. every night: “It’s the rules 
Sara! No women alone out here at night.” 

•	 The	two	pierced	and	tattooed	teenagers	who	
carry with them a picture of their friend 
who had just died. “We just knew we had 
to come to the truck and pray—we’ve got to 
get some good energy being released.” They 
glue the picture on the U-Haul wall and 
write prayers around it. 

•	 Linda	(not	her	real	name),	a	regular	at	the	
community house drop-ins. Fifty years old, 
Linda is mentally challenged. She also sits 
at the prayer truck for 10 hours every day. 

“What does an urban monastery that is 
attractive and accessible to those on the 
margins look like?” Jill asks. It looks like a 
U-Haul. 

Does prayer really make things different?
Jill bristles when asked what difference having 
a prayer truck open for less than a month 
every year makes to the city at large. Sure, 
neighbours and passers-by in the truck’s 
vicinity are helped. But who wouldn’t want 
a cold bottle of water and a listening ear for 
10 minutes when the rest of your life is bleak 
at best? “Prayer is an exchange of love, not 
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a tool,” she exclaims. “When we view prayer 
as a tool we start thinking of costs/benefits 
ratios and how to do it right to get the results 
we want. I think that objectifies God and our 
relationship with Him. But if prayer is about 
giving ourselves to Him, to commune with 
Him, we’re going to find that prayer will 
become something that’s completely other.” 

Strong words from the woman who began 
GOHOP not realizing the impact running a 
house of prayer would have on her life. “God 
wanted me to be a house of prayer, not just 
run one.” The chronic health issues of her 
husband and daughter coupled with several 
personal crises drove Jill to re-order her life. 
She had to set aside time and space to be 
with God. “Giving yourself to prayer means 
humility; it means saying this is too big for 
me,” she admits. 

You pay a price for becoming a house of 
prayer, never mind directing one. In the early 
years, helping churches in Greater Ontario to 
understand and value GOHOP (you mean we 
have to pay for prayer?) meant some tough 
sledding for Jill and her staff. “We’d put 
our hands to the plow and weren’t willing 
to look back, but the ground was hard,” she 
remembers. Her family’s health issues; being 
the abbess of a community where her home 
is part and parcel of her ministry; the sheer 
intensity of frontlines urban work . . . have all 
made Jill’s life “a lot to handle” most days. 

She and her family have sacrificed much 
to be faith missionaries in Hamilton. She’s 
dealt with burnout. Making space for God 
to fill has meant making space for people 
on the margins, a surprising, Jesus-led shift 
in direction for GOHOP. “People who don’t 
have family, people like Sara and Linda are 
becoming spiritual family here at GOHOP: the 
handicapped, the addicted, those on disability. 
They’re the ones who’ve helped with the prayer 
trucks.” 

An exchange of love
GOHOP’s “exchange of love” is bringing 
results beyond 30 Wilson Street and the at-risk 

youth from Living Rock. In February, GOHOP 
helped Hamilton pastors to host a two-week, 
24/7 prayer event. Over 450 people from 76 
churches came to the large interactive prayer 
space which featured spaces set up to focus 
on different parts of the city. And over the 
last 18 months, four years after GOHOP began 
praying into the issue of human trafficking, 
several churches and individuals have 
launched various programs to meet the needs 
of women in street prostitution. 

A pastor from Burlington, a wealthy town 
30 minutes away from Hamilton, has joined 
Jill and her team at the prayer truck. He’s 
been invited by one of his deacons who’s 
done prayer ministry for years with Jill. A 
disheveled man walks up and examines the 
truck. He looks at the Need Prayer? sign and 
begins to tell his story. Jill, her team and the 
visiting pastor gather around him and they 
pray for five minutes. The man himself ends 
up praying “a heartbroken, simple prayer.” 
He wanders off. “This is how it works every 
day,” Jill tells the visiting pastor. Hundreds 
of visitors and thousands of prayers later, the 
truck has closed for another year. 

“I never want to pray inside again!” Jill 
exclaims to friends. For the last three weeks 
at the prayer truck, she and her staff put 
themselves, literally, in the path of oncoming 
grace. But when grace knocks you down and 
bowls you over, how do you pick yourself 
up again and resume the journey? Jill has no 
five-year or 10-year plan for GOHOP because 
she doesn’t know what God will do next. 
But she’s committed to making space so that 
she can be where God is. “Whatever He tells 
you to do, just do it,” says Jill. “Make space 
and put yourself in the path of oncoming 
grace.” 

This feature first appeared in fall 2013’s 
Today’s Christian Woman | Woman of the 
World column.
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We are about to launch into focused outreach into our 
community and we know that prayer is first order of 
business. How then shall we pray?

Praying in the community
First, prayerwalking is a key strategy, because it helps us to connect 
both with God and our neighbourhood. Pray on the streets, in the 
shops, libraries, community centres and cafes. Nothing can replace 
what Steve Hawthorne and Graham Kendrick call “praying onsite with 
insight.” Their book, Prayer-walking: Praying On Site With Insight 
(Lake Mary, Florida: Charisma House, 1993), is a valuable resource for 
those who want to impact their neighbourhoods through prayer. 

Praying with insight
Jesus said, “My Father is always working,” and we can be sure that 

by	Jill	Weber

Jill Weber is the founder of the Greater 
Ontario House of Prayer and an accomplished 
songwriter and singer. She lives in Hamilton.

ON SitE witH iNSigHt 
Thoughts on how to pray

p	Jill	in	prayer.
Photo	courtesy	Jill	Weber
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God was and is at work in our communities, 
long before we arrived and put down root. We 
are not bringing the kingdom or the presence 
of Jesus into our community; rather, we are 
discerning where God is already at work, so 
we can come alongside Him. The genius of 
Jesus is that He did only what He saw His 
Father doing. And we need the faith to believe 
that the Father can show us as well.

I live and work in Hamilton, Ontario. James 
Street North is an area of Hamilton that is 
experiencing revitalization, largely due to a 
thriving arts community. Every month there 
is a massive event called The Art Crawl—a 
festival of arts, food and culture. One month, 
I took a team to pray on the streets during the 
Art Crawl. Before setting off to prayerwalk in 
pairs I asked them to look for God at work.

At the end of our evening we gathered in a 
coffee shop to debrief. “So what did you see? 
How did you pray?”

They were initially slow to answer. “We’re 
not sure what we saw God doing.”

I dug deeper. “So what did you see? With 
your eyes? What happened while you were out 
walking?”

“I noticed that a lot of the artwork was 
quite positive, full of light,” remarked one 
team member. “I was surprised by that—I 
thought it would be a lot darker.”

“I bumped into a bunch of friends who were 
artists—Christian artists,” said another. “Turns 
out they all had exhibits in the Art Crawl. Not 
specifically Christian exhibits, but they were 
just doing their art in the arts community.”

“So what you are saying, I responded, “is 
that you see God at work strategically placing 
Christians in the arts community, and you see 
that the art being produced is full of light. 
That is where you see God at work, and that is 
how we can pray!”

Praying with faith
The temptation, when praying into a 
community, is to focus on the problems 
and challenges. It would be easy, in my 
neighbourhood, to see only the street-
level prostitution, the grinding poverty, the 

overabundance of scooters and those with 
visible handicaps. It would be easy to feel 
small in light of the size of all the challenges.

This was the problem with 10 of the 12 
spies that Moses sent out to explore Canaan. 
The 10 focused on the obstacles. “The land 
we explored devours those living in it,” they 
said “All the people there are of great size. We 
seemed like grasshoppers in our own eyes.” 
Read the story in Numbers 13. We know 
of course, that Joshua and Caleb saw with 
different eyes—eyes of faith. “We should go 
up and take possession of the land, for we can 
certainly do it.” (Numbers 13:20).  

Praying the Word
Finally, the Apostle Paul’s 
prayer methodologies for 
communities are very 
instructive. In his letters to 
the churches, we don’t see 
him interceding for the things 
that often populate our prayer lists, like work 
for people, or healing for illness. Instead, 
he focuses his prayers on what seem to be 
intangibles: patience, endurance, love, and 
the knowledge of God, to name a few. But 
these are foundational kingdom realities 
and essential building blocks of community 
transformation. They are the roots below 
ground which will produce the fruits of justice 
and righteousness in our cities.

How then shall we pray? We pray on site, 
prayer-walking in our communities. We pray 
with insight, looking to see where God is at 
work. We pray in 
faith, knowing that 
God is bigger than 
the challenges we 
face, and we pray the 
Word, knowing that 
God is establishing 
His eternal kingdom 
in our midst. 

The temptation 
is to focus on the 
problems and 
the challenges

q	Prayer	in	the	U-Haul.
Photo	courtesy	Jill	Weber
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Who is My NEigHBOUR?
Dixon Ministries: When an anchor cause stays 30 years young

Citizenship and 
Immigration Canada 

started calling

In the late 1980s, a small group of Christians from the Toronto 
Area Association of Baptist Churches met to talk. We all shared a 
heart for vulnerable refugee families arriving in our mid-Etobicoke 

neighbourhoods and we wanted to discern what God was calling us to 
do.

“When a stranger sojourns with you in your land, you shall not do 
him wrong. The stranger who sojourns with you shall be to you as the 
native among you, and you shall love him as yourself; for you were 
strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God,” we read in 
Leviticus 19:33-34 (RSV). 

Today, Baptist, Christian Reformed, Free Methodist, Missionary 
Alliance and Presbyterian congregations serve together among Muslims, 
Hindus, Buddhists and Sikhs in this west side of Toronto. Our “anchor 
cause” is to mobilize the Church to care for and to bring Christ’s new 
life and healing among vulnerable immigrant families, many of whom 
have been traumatized by civil war. 

How are we doing that?

Being open
We believe our story is only in its infancy. It has grown out of informal 
contacts made while we went about our lives at work and school, in 
hospital waiting rooms, at soccer games, taking taxis. We determined to 
pray and be open to God at work in ordinary encounters. We initiated 
conversations, introduced ourselves, and extended a welcome to a 
stranger. These turned out to be significant, God-made meetings with 
people . . . people with whom we now have trusted friendships and 
ongoing sharing about Christ. 

Was this not Jesus’ way? Andrew found Jesus and brought his 
brother Peter to meet Him. Jesus Himself was the joy and centre of the 
small band that He gathered around Himself. We are trying to do the 
same, to welcome newcomers into our Christ-community, the Church. 

Staying focused
Our connections with newcomers started in the Somali community, 
with help from Toronto Baptist Intercultural missionaries Joan and Ron 

by	Jeff	McCarrell

Jeff McCarrell works with Dixon Ministries 
in a shared effort to help settle refugees in 
Etobicoke, Ontario.
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Ward. Somalis welcomed our invitations to have tea together, get to 
know each other and practice speaking English, their number one felt 
need.	Afghan,	Pakistani,	Sudanese	and	Vietnamese	parents	asked	us	to	
come to their homes as well.

From these informal, spontaneous networks, school teachers, 
counsellors and principals were lobbied by newcomers to invite us 
onto their community advisory boards and to serve in their schools. 
Churches now run several homework clubs, serve breakfast one day a 
week at one high school, and provide extracurricular arts, music and 
recreation in mid-Etobicoke. 

Citizenship and Immigration Canada started calling. “Could you visit 
a particular family in your neighbourhood? They have several children 
who are very scared to start school.” 

We’ve found summer vacations the best time to bring together small 
church teams to visit one family every afternoon for a week. Newcomer 
families were not finding avenues to meet Canadians, and Canadian 
Christians wanted to meet their neighbours. 

Relationships are the focus. Together we explore how individuals, 
families, communities stay together and thrive. Christ’s word is 
welcomed from His parables (a favourite subject) and other Scripture. 

Our prayers for crises in Toronto and abroad are always welcomed. 
Grappling with life’s problems, discussing politics and news events, 
presenting various holy days and rituals . . . these all give us 
opportunities to share our hope in and from Christ.

Making disciples
After several years of mentoring that small band, Jesus asked: “Who 
do you say that I am?” Peter, always the first to speak, didn’t lose a 
beat, replying: “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” Jesus 
exclaimed: “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has 
not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven . . . on this I 
rock will build my church” Matthew 16:17-18 (ESV). 

Our purpose is to make disciples. We’re learning. We are asked, 
“What is the Bible?” 

“Why did Jesus have to die?” asked Marian during one Holy Week. 
Marian is a Muslim woman, a Somali widow, in one of our ESL 
gatherings. She and her three teen children were sponsored by one of 
our Baptist congregations. After two years, Marian announced to her 
trusted friend that she was ready to be baptized as a Jesus-believer. 
Marian’s mentor cautioned that she had not yet read the Bible. Marian 
countered: “But I have seen you. You’ve shown me how to follow 
Jesus.”

Finally, as people are drawn to Christ they must inevitably face 
increasing pushback by religious leaders. We are there for them in these 
times, too. This is a movement of God, not ours. Yes, indeed, Christ is 
building His church. 
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Be imaginative 
and be you.

Photo	credit:	Jacqueline	Solomon,	CBOQ

“I’m not sure that needs assessments are the best method for community engagement,” 
Sue Carr replied. She was answering an e-mail from live magazine asking for her input 
on anchor causes and how groups could find out what their community needs were. 

Sue is a chaplain, ordained CBOQ pastor and the executive director of the non-profit 541 
Eatery and Exchange in Hamilton, Ontario. She, of all people, would know a thing or two about 
how to do a needs assessment and why doing a needs assessment was so critical when thinking 
about community outreach. After all, northeast Hamilton, where 541 is located, isn’t known for 
positive real estate values or big-box retail malls. Even so, 541 has put northeast Hamilton on 
the map, both for its food that’s affordable, nutritious and family-friendly, and for its space. The 
space, and the proceeds from food sales, facilitate educational community initiatives such as a 
homework club, a youth employment program and other skills training opportunities. And Sue’s 
congregation holds its weekly service and community meal there.

But it turns out live was off the mark. “Community engagement comes from being in a 
neighbourhood, becoming part of it, and allowing the community to determine what their needs 
are,” Sue countered. “So our program development, for instance, is slow and small—because it is 
starting off with what people want and are able to sustain.”

Be in a neighbourhood
For Sue, “being in a neighbourhood” means living in the neighbourhood. She doesn’t live in 
541’s neighbourhood but she wishes she did. More than that though, being means becoming 
immersed in the neighbourhood and its goings-on. So volunteers and leaders at 541 go to 
neighbourhood hub meetings, give input and work alongside other neighbours on initiatives like 
April’s Clean Up The Alleys campaign. 

541 collaborates with the little library branch just down the street from the eatery. “We run a 
supper/homework club with the library,” says Sue. The kids come to 541 first for fun, games and 
a free supper. 541 volunteers then walk the kids down to the library. “We could do this program 
on our own, separate from the library. But why?” asks Sue. Indeed, the library recently made 
over their movie license to 541 and that’s happened because of the library’s generosity and its 
relationship with 541.

541 isn’t a helicopter in a big program; it’s a space whose leaders are open to being 
imaginative, seen in the pay-it-forward jars of buttons that sit on the counters. Cashiers and 
behind-the-counter servers ask every person who lines up for good food and drink sold cheap, 
whether they’d like to buy a button for C$1. The buttons are all shapes and sizes. Those who buy 
a button get to take one out of the jar and put it into an empty jar – it’s now 541 currency. One 
of the many kids who come in hungry will probably line up and pay for their meal with that 
very button. 

BUttONS
Don’t overthink

by	Renée	James
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During busy times, 541 is like those button jars, filled with a mix of 

people from different walks of life. “The kingdom of God should look 
like this,” Sue enthuses. And that mingling has contributed, in large 
part to the bonhomie enjoyed by 541 in the neighbourhood . . . and 
beyond.

Allow the community to determine the needs
Sue has some simple home truths to share about how groups may 
“allow” their communities to determine the needs. 

First, groups need to ask what’s in their neighbourhood, what’s 
already being done and how they can come alongside and help. 
“Churches should be adopting every single nursing home and daycare 
and seniors’ home, doing ministry maybe one night a week,” says Sue. 
Her gentle tone becomes impassioned. “It’s already there! We don’t 
have to invent the wheel. It’s already turning.” 

Begin small
Second, think small because Jesus entrusted everything to people 
who didn’t have their lives together: fishermen (who weren’t learned 
or educated), women, tax collectors. “So what on earth are we being 
nervous about?” she asks pointedly. The kingdom of God is not a big 
scary thing—it’s a mustard seed that grows. “It doesn’t take an awful 
lot, but there’s always something. It wouldn’t be too scary to come 
around and help a foster family, taking care of their kids for example. 
If we didn’t overthink the difficulties we’d be much more spontaneous.” 

Do what’s authentically you
Sue saves her pithiest advice for last. Groups need to do what’s 
authentically that group. If a group loves to bake, figure out how to 
match that need with the anchor cause you’ve chosen. If women in the 
group are mothers with small kids, they’ll probably relate really well 
with other mothers who have small kids. “Be imaginative and be you,” 
says Sue. “Quit wishing you had gifts that someone else had —and use 
the ones you’ve got because that’s how God made you.”
Sue “really really loves the 541 model of ministry—believers and non-
believers alike working alongside each other working for the kingdom.” 
She wants to see what happens; she wants to see what God does—she’s 
curious. 541 is changing the street and it’s doing so by modelling a way 
of being community that says neighbourhoods can be inclusive even as 
those neighbourhoods re-gentrify and change. 

GOHOP Meets 541

When we opened 541 Eatery and 
Exchange we were using all our available 
space—except for our dark, gloomy 
basement room. We stuck in a washer/
dryer combo and that was it. When Jill 
asked me if they could use it for GOHOPs 
prayer room, it felt like finding the final 
part of the puzzle. 

For a start, when people walk into 
541 they often comment that it feels 
“different,” “good,” “welcoming.” I believe 
that having prayer and worship here 
every day, all day, has made a difference, 
right from when people enter our space. 
It is one of the things I tell people about, 
both believers and those not yet. It sets 
us apart from other cafes; it says that 
we are a liminal place of the kingdom, 
where the sacred and the world meet and 
transform one another. Our ministry is 
built on a foundation of prayer, literally!

There is a steady traffic between 
upstairs and downstairs. Many people are 
unaware of the prayer going on beneath 
their feet —the kingdom is taking 
root, half hidden, small and growing. 
GOHOP staff volunteer at 541, meet with 
people upstairs, are part of our Sunday 
congregation. They are bound up in the 
ministry here, and extend it with us. 

The basement is no longer dark 
and gloomy. It is a sacred space that 
volunteers pass through on the way 
to our paper goods storage, or to do 
laundry. We know we can ask them to 
pray for us, and we feel accompanied 
on our journey as we figure out God’s 
leading for 541. 
We are so glad that GOHOP is sojourning 
with us!

by	Sue	Carr
Sue	wrote	this	piece	for	GOHOP’s	

March	2015	newsletter.	
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Who are the People 
iN yOUR NEigHBOURHOOd?
Rules of engagement

by	David	Norton

David is the newly-
appointed executive 
director of Oasis-
Dufferin Community 
Centre in Toronto. 
CBWOQ significantly 
supports Oasis in its 
yearly budgets.

CBWOQ launched its Anchor Cause 
program with three anchor causes—
vulnerable women, children and youth 

at risk, and food|community development. The 
Anchor Cause program offers a challenge, not 
only to Baptist women, but to our churches 
(just in case you might have thought that live 
is only being read by women!) 

The challenge is simple: Where to begin? 

Do a community assessment
What do you know about your neighbour-
hood? Is it an area of several blocks or 
an entire municipality? What are the 
concerns of individuals and families in your 
neighbourhood or community? What concern 
is God bringing to you when you pray?

Here are four ways to begin answering 
those questions:
1. Take a walk (not a drive) through your 
community/neighbourhood area. We are at a 
point at Oasis where we want to re-vision 
our ministries. An integral part of this is to 
look at our community. Our community is 

an inner-city area in Toronto. Much of the 
housing that surrounds our location is rooming 
houses, smaller apartments and duplexes. 
We have two Toronto Community Housing 
buildings in the catchment area for our food 
bank. But we also notice gentrification is 
underway. This may speak to our analysis and 
planning.  

When you walk you see the types of 
housing, the clinics, the services in your area, 
the schools, the stores, the accessibility issues, 
traffic concerns, infrastructure and safety 
challenges. 

2. Research! Understanding the issues in your 
communities includes developing questions, 
finding answers and discovering that you have 
even more questions. For example, if you want 
to know about food banks, visit the websites 
of your community food bank, the Ontario 
Association of Food Banks or Food Banks 
Canada. At Oasis we’ve noticed their concern 
about the rising percentage of single-person 
households accessing food banks in the inner 

Photo credit: Photos.com
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city areas. 

Municipal government websites 
often have neighbourhood profiles.

Consider these resources: census 
information, rental and real estate 
websites (What’s the average rent in 
your area? How plentiful is housing?), 
community services (What services are 
available to youth and children? What 
are the barriers in accessing these 
opportunities? Who is vulnerable in 
your community?).  

If you find answers and unearth 
further questions . . . you are on your 
way.

3. Agencies Talk to others who are 
working in the sector you wish to 
support. Shelters, social agencies, 
libraries and other churches will help 
you understand what is happening in 
your communities. City councillors 
and the offices of your MPP or MP 
may help you get a picture of your 
area and the sector on which you have 
chosen to focus.

4. People Engage with people. Talk 
with people you meet on your walks 
and visits. Ask individuals what 
they experience or see as gaps. Are 
they newcomers? What difficulties 
face them? Are they receiving 
social assistance or a government 
disability pension? What community 
development initiative would make a 
difference?

Do a plan assessment
1. What has your group decided will be 
your involvement? Is there a gap in 
service you have discovered which 
needs to be met in your community? 

If your local food bank 
can’t meet the demand 
for hygiene products, how 
could your group help 
meet that need? Is there 

a group of women or youth in your 
community being missed in services? 
Is there a role for you . . . to provide a 
direct service, volunteer or advocate? 

2. What is the goal? What have you 
realized, through your research and 
prayer, that your actions need to 
accomplish? If you set up a Saturday 
program for children in an under-
served area, what will tell you what 
is working and what needs to be 
adjusted?

3. What resources do you require? 
Finances, sector expertise, space, 
volunteers or networking? For 
example, if your research showed 
a need for additional ESL supports, 
what finances or space requirements 
will you require to set up an ESL 
program? How many volunteers do 
you have to recruit? And what time-
commitment will they have to agree 
to?

4. What are your supports? At Oasis, 
we are fortunate to have Erika Abele 
provide counselling and supports to 
Hispanic women. Erika reminds us 
that self-care is important, especially 
for those who try to care and support 
others. It isn’t optional. Neither is 
group care. Debriefing with each other 
is important when things are going 
well and when things have been 
stressful. Who prays for you?

Do a group assessment
1.  Remember this is a group activity. 
Don’t let your project or activity 
become something which falls on a 
few. Commitment to positive group 
dynamics is crucial!

2. An anchor cause is not about you 
(or your group). This is supposed to 
be about ministry to people and 
communities. It isn’t about increasing 
your women’s group numbers or 
church membership. It is about the 
persons who you are loving with 
Jesus’ love.

3. You are not on your own. Sometimes 
the needs we find overwhelm us. 
Ministry is God’s idea and we are 
following Jesus. We need to recognize 
our own need to be strengthened by 
His love. 

4. Ministry is amazing. This challenge 
from CBWOQ will let you see your 
communities in new ways. It will 
also let you see God working in your 
communities in surprising ways. And 
through ministry, as you know, we 
find ourselves touched by God’s love.

There are people we encounter each 
day with issues and challenges. They 
need individuals and groups that see 
them and their needs; that respond 
because the love of God is active in 
their lives. They need you. 

It ’s about the person 
you are loving with 
Jesus’ love
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Keep it SiMplE
What will your anchor cause be?

by	Renée	James

Rev. Leanne Friesen pastors at 
Mount Hamilton Baptist Church, a 

church intentionally connected with 
its immediate community and with 

Hamilton at large through its Impact 
Hamilton summer program, its 

involvement in TrueCity Hamilton and 
its Pumpkin Patch Daycare Centre. 

Every Christmas, the church also 
distributes Christmas hampers. live 
chatted with Leanne about anchor 

causes and hampers.

live: Tell us about your Christmas food hamper program. Why this 
program? And how did it start?
Leanne Friesen: This program started a number of years ago as a way 
to care for people in the church and who attended Pumpkin Patch 
Daycare. Initially, it was a relatively small operation. There would be 
about 20 or so hampers for those we knew in our community that had 
need. 

Over the last few years we began to think bigger. We continued to 
partner with our daycare but also connected with other groups that 
we thought might have needs. We connected with our local schools 
and were able to partner with them to provide hampers for families at 
their school. We also worked with other churches: they provide a food 
item or two and then they are able to have some hampers for their 
community. This means that a church that would not be equipped to 
do a whole hamper program would be able to provide for those in their 
church family. 

This past Christmas (2014) we did 100 hampers. 

live: How did you find out what the community around the church 
needed?
LF: A lot of our research came from our own hamper team, from our 
church where many, if not most, of our congregation live right in this 
community. People knew about local situations, areas of need, schools 
and groups to contact. 

live: What’s happened in the congregation as a result?
LF: We have seen a huge increase in giving each year to make our 
hampers happen. Everything for our hampers comes from church 
donations (either through benevolent or giving of specific food gifts) 
and our hampers are worth C$75-C$100 each. 

Each year we have increased the number we give and every year the 

q	Packing	100	hampers.
Photo	courtesy	Leanne	Friesen
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team is skeptical: “Will we be able to do that 
many?” We have found that people only give 
more to meet the need. We have also seen a 
greater eagerness for people to get involved—
delivering hampers, helping to sort. This year 
when we did a call for those who wanted to 
help, the room was full. 
live: What would you recommend women 
wanting to join together to support an anchor 
cause sector in their community do first? And 
after that? 
LF: Continue to know your neighbourhood 
and the context that you are in, as well as 
what other groups are doing. For example, we 
sought to meet a different kind of need. A food 
bank in our area already provides hampers 
to those that are looking for “referrals.” So 
we didn’t need to do that. We aimed to hit 
the people that would likely not be using 
agencies or services but who could use a hand 
at Christmas. I think it’s important to know 
what’s already happening so that you don’t do 
what is already being done. 

live: How are you doing needs 
assessment in the community 
as you look to the future 
of Mount Hamilton Baptist 
Church? What do you think is 

important to pay attention to as you do this?
LF: Much the same as above. Always asking. 
Always listening. Talking directly to people. 
Being involved in the community so you know 
where needs are, and being aware of what 
other helping agencies are doing. 

live: Community outreach needs to be 
sustainable. How do you encourage your 
volunteers? 
LF: Encouraging our volunteers is a growing 
edge for us. Up until 2014 the hamper 
outreaches were largely led by a few people. 
This last go-round a larger team took charge. 
It was so much better, but we also learned a 
lot about making sure that there was good 
communication. 

live: What words of encouragement do you 
have for women who’ll come together around 

anchor causes? 
LF: Remember that the desire to give and serve 
will only grow as people are being led to give 
and serve. Giving begets giving. 

live: What are the temptations that lurk, 
particularly within group dynamics, as groups 
find or build a project in their sector and then 
do the work? 
LF: To make it about what a church is doing 
and lose track of the needs. For example, we 
could easily start to get “protective,” make 
it about “what a great program we do,” get 
defensive if other churches want to be a part 
of it. We need to stay focused on the purposes 
at hand.

live: How does a group choose, in the face 
of all the possible needs in their community, 
the one anchor cause sector and project they 
should do? Are there any best practices around 
that decision-making process? 
LF: For us, it came from where there was 
interest. We do a lot of mission in our 
community and through the years we have 
tried a million different things. Year after year 
we got the greatest interest in hampers. We 
realized: If this was where there was a passion, 
why not put a focus there? 

Churches should start where there is already 
interest and passion in their churches. Where 
are people already volunteering? What things 
have been successful before? An idea is not 
enough—there has to be a sense of energy, a 
sense that people want to participate. 

We began to think 
bigger
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rEcess
Gifted and called

rEcess is a monthly respite care 
ministry that reaches out to the 

parents and siblings of children and 
youth with disabilities in that area 
of Toronto. Its co-founder, Deborha 

(Debbie) Sutherland attends Kingsway 
Baptist Church in Toronto. rEcess 

operates out of and is supported by 
Kingsway Baptist Church and a grant 
from CBWOQ’s New Initiatives Fund. 

Both Debbie and co-founder Shelley 
Neal work at the Bloorview School 
Authority. This school is located in 

Holland Bloorview Kids Rehabilitation 
Hospital. Debbie is an educational 

assistant who works with kids with 
disabilities in the complex continuing 

care class. Shelley is a teacher/
librarian for the Junior Kindergarten 

through Grade 12 kids and youth. 

Shelley mentored Debbie into the 
kingdom and co-founded rEcess. live 

sat down with both women to talk 
about how groups can launch their 

anchor causes. 

by	Renée	James

Read	more	about	rEcess	in	May’s	Spotlight	blog	on	our	
website.

live: What would you recommend women who want to form a group to 
support an anchor cause in their community do first? And after that? 

Shelley Neal: You have to be women of community—coming together in 
the Word. It’s listening to God’s voice that creates the vision. It’s only 
through praying and the Scripture and stepping back and looking at 
your world that you can say . . . this is missing. 

It’s only because we had community and fellowship in God that 
we could do the vision. For us, it wasn’t far to go . . . we work with 
children with disabilities and members in our families have disabilities. 
When parents were dropping their kids off [at the school] I could see 
the stress; the tiredness . . . and when I read up about siblings, I knew 
this [need for respite care] was huge. It pulled at my soul. 

So then I watched Debbie who does a lot of respite work for parents 
and children. All I did was make a suggestion and she took off. 

Debbie Sutherland: With a lot of encouragement, because I had to 
step totally outside my character to get the training and connections I 
needed to start. 

SN: Step back and see your neighbourhood. Are there children at your 
kids’ school coming to school hungry? Are there children loitering 
at the school at 6 p.m.? Do they need a read-and-run? Ask church 
members if they see lonely people sitting by themselves at Tim 
Horton’s. I guess it’s just slowing yourself down to see, being mindful 
of what you see, and then bringing God into the situation. 

DS: For me it was having eyes to see what God was doing. Pray, be in 
the Word, be mindful in your neighbourhood. Take small steps. Ask 
if you can help within the church, at the neighbourhood school or 
seniors’ home.  

SN: And as you bring God in . . . ask yourselves what and where are 
some resources already in place that you can go to and bring God into 
those places. 

DS: There are other respite places but they don’t take all the kids in a 
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family. rEcess takes the siblings too. 

SN: Connect with programs and 
templates for doing programs that are 
already available, test them out and 
evaluate after you’ve tried them out.

DS: Then you have to step outside 
and look at the bigger picture. Those 
programs won’t always look the same 
in each neighbourhood. rEcess looks 
different in each community that it’s 
in. You have to make the program 
work with the church community 
and with the giftedness of the people 
running the program—the volunteers 
—because that is what will sustain the 
program. 

live: That brings me to the 
sustainability question. Community 
outreach needs to be sustainable. How 
do you encourage your volunteers? 
How do you stay encouraged? 

DS: I’ve learned that it’s about 
relationship and not what I can do in 
a night. 

SN: Being with the kids gets 
volunteers to come back—it’s the most 
powerful	draw.	Volunteers	see	those	
kids as whole beings—with lots to 
offer. And that is God in relationship. 

DS: Parents tell us they haven’t been 
out since the child was born—five 
years ago. The siblings are nourished 
because they get one-on-one time 
with a volunteer. The kids with 
disabilities are also getting time with 
volunteers. And wow, can you feel the 
presence of God! It’s like the whole 

room radiates. 

live: What words of encouragement 
do you have for women who’ll come 
together around anchor causes? 

DS: Don’t be afraid. Listen to what 
God is telling you and take that step. 
Take that leap of faith. Our God is 
great and powerful and He continues 
to provide for our ministry (our stories 
are mind-boggling). 

SN: The focus is relationships: your 
relationship with God of course, 
and also having strong relationships 
with people. Then there are the 
relationships with the people you’re 
ministering to. Look at the gifts in 
your group . . . who’s gifted with 
prayer; with kitchen; with arts/crafts 
and speak into that. 

DS: Have a person who can see the big 
picture and can reel in the dreamer 
(I’ve been reeled in a couple of times).

live: How can churches be supportive 
of the anchor cause groups that will 
start up? 

SN: The groups must dialogue with 
the church’s leadership team. Debbie 
puts the vision out to the [Kingsway] 
congregation. She asks for volunteers. 
Communicate. Debbie gives reports 
to the congregation and sends thank 
you notes. She now has a section in 
Kingsway’s	Vacation	Bible	School	
program where kids with disabilities 
can come. And rEcess is supported in 
Kingsway’s budget.

live: What’s the one thing you want 
women reading this interview to take 
away?
 

SN: Matthew 19:26. With God all 
things are possible. This is what I 
feel called to do – to see what He’s 
put in the moment for me to respond 
to. How do we show God’s kingdom 
here at rEcess? How do we show His 
face, whether we’re ministering to 
parents of kids with disabilities or 
to the volunteers who are coming to 
understand themselves in Christ? 

DS: Matthew 25:40. “What you do for 
the least of these, you do for me.” I 
know what Jesus did for me. So now, 
how can I bring other people along? 
How can I come alongside others? 

The	New	Initiatives	Fund	is	almost	completely	
depleted.	If	you	feel	called	to	support	more	
of	this	kind	of	ministry,	please	note	“New	
Initiatives	Fund”	on	your	cheque	or	web	
payment.	

Slow yourself 
down to see
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by	Linda	Ellsworth

I Corinthians 15: 58
“Therefore my beloved, be steadfast, immovable, always 
excelling in the work of the Lord, because you know that in 
the Lord, your labor is not in vain” (NRSV).
 Before we spend the next 11 issues of live immersed in 
our new theme based on I Corinthians 15:58, let’s take a 
quick look at Paul’s reasons for expressing his challenge to 
the church at Corinth through such strong key words.
 Therefore is an outcome word! In writing his first letter, 
Paul addresses a number of issues in the church prior to his 
outcome-purposed exhortation.

READ I Corinthians 1: 1-9 (all texts in this study are from 1 
Corinthians)
On the surface, what positive signs of a solid God-
relationship exist?
1. (verse 2) _________________________________________
_________________________________________________
2. (verse 4) _________________________________________
_________________________________________________
3. (verse 5) _________________________________________
_________________________________________________
4. (verse 7a) ________________________________________
_________________________________________________
5. (verse 7b-8) ______________________________________
_________________________________________________
6. (verse 9) _________________________________________
_________________________________________________
If you were to evaluate your church family, what positive 
signs of a solid God-relationship would you list?
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________

If you were to evaluate your personal life, what positive 
signs of a solid God-relationship would you list?
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
 However, we will also notice that the church at Corinth 
was far from perfect, leading Paul to acknowledge and 
challenge a number of issues! Due to space constraints, we 
can only review a few. 

Divisions    
READ Chapter 1: 10-31; 3:1-23
What was the issue dividing the church, as described by 
Paul?
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
What was his exhortation to correct this issue?
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
Do you face this in your own church?
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
What is God’s exhortation to you personally in this matter?
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________

Sexual immorality   
READ Chapters 5 and 6:12-20
Our society is rampant with sexual immorality . . . just take 
a look at social media! In this passage, Paul was describing 
an immoral problem within the Corinthian church, to which 
the body was closing its eyes!

*Unless	otherwise	noted,	all	passages	quoted	in	this	Bible	Study	are	
from	the	NKJV.

strong and steady • give your all • strong and steady • give your all • strong and

What Comes Before Therefore?
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 What are Paul’s charges to the church as stated in 5:11?
Do not “keep company” (befriend in such a way that your 
friendship implies complicity) with anyone who claims to be 
a believer who is:
1.________________________________________________
2.________________________________________________
3.________________________________________________
4.________________________________________________
5.________________________________________________
6.________________________________________________
 Check your lifestyle against the Word of God, and rejoice 
in verse 11:
“And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you 
were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the 
Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.”
 In verses 12-20 of Chapter 6 are three great “Don’t you 
get it?” statements to snap us to attention regarding the 
approach we should have toward our bodies as Christ-ones:
Verse 15 - Don’t you get it that . . .
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
Verses 16,17 - Don’t you get it that . . . 
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
Verse 19 – Don’t you get it that . . . 
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
Verse 20 – Therefore . . . 
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________

Sensitivity to those around us   
READ Chapter 8
Here Paul is using the example of the eating of meat which 
has been offered to idols, which was a stumbling block 
to many in the church who just didn’t yet “get” the New 
Covenant.
 If you were to look at those in your church, what do you 
think the greatest “stumbling block” to their fragile faith 
would be?
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________

 Paul’s response to lawful actions that might cause a 
younger Christian to stumble is found in verses 12 and 13. 
Is God asking you to walk away from something, to protect 
those younger in the faith in your Church body?
“Father, You have shone Your light upon ________________
_____________________ today.  From now on, this is Yours.”

Spiritual gifts  
READ Chapter 12
Although Paul doesn’t come right out and chastise the 
Corinthians here, the detail of his teaching implies that 
these folks were having a few pride issues.
Verses 4 - 5:  “There are diversities (various kinds) of gifts, 
but the same Spirit.  There are differences of ministries, but 
the same Lord.”
Verse 11: “But one and the same Spirit works all these 
things, distributing to each one individually, as He wills.”
Verse 18:  “But now God has set the members each one of 
them, in the body just as He pleased.”
Verse 27:  “Now you are the body of Christ, and members 
individually.”
Verse 31:  “But earnestly desire the best (greater) gifts . . .”
Chapter13:13:  “But the greatest of these is love.”
 When I was a little girl growing up at Weston Baptist, my 
greatest longing was to play the piano. I diligently studied 
piano for years but to no avail . . . my fingers would not 
cooperate with the music my brain made. God gave me 
other gifts instead . . . ones I may not have chosen, but ones 
He chose to use over the years.
 What gifts has He given you to utilize in His body for His 
glory?
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
 “Father, I confess that like the Corinthians, I have been 
jealous of ___________________________ for their gift of 
________________________________________.  Please 
forgive me.  Give me the greatest gift of Your Spirit . . . that 
of love.”

Review:  Go back over these issues addressed by Paul to 
the church at Corinth.  Ponder the issues that affect you 
and your church family. Confess them to God. Ask Him to 
prepare you as we move into this new theme. 

Linda is the member care coordinator for Christian 
Camping International – Canada and the former director 
of Camp Norland in northern Ontario.
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What’s new on our website?

Coming soon! 

• New blogs every week

• Events: Don’t miss out on dates for Association events and other 
CBWOQ happenings

• Spotlight: Read all about rEcess

Please bookmark our homepage and check in regularly for updates.

Dive in and get connected! 

www.baptistwomen.com

We REMEMBER
Thank you for your gifts in honour or in memory of family, 
friends and others you value. Our goal is to use these gifts 
to continue bringing good from their lives.

IN MEMORY OF
Linda Baetz, Hanover 
Carly Cameron, Peterborough
Ruth Gloyd, Port Dover
Erna Janzen, Kitchener
Eleanor Loker, Cambridge
Margaret Marchment, Kitchener
Effie McTavish, Hanover
Muriel Richardson, Smiths Falls
Mary Robins, Springford
Jean Semple, Smiths Falls
Dorine Warren, Brockville

IN HONOUR OF
Laura Bragg, Woodstock (95th birthday)
Kathy Brown, Wallaceburg (speaker for GCBS)
Kae Bushey, Wallaceburg (service as president of group in 

2014)
May Dallman, Nowood (birthday)
Gloria Sydney, Kitchener (90th birthday)

304 The East Mall, Suite 100, 
Etobicoke, ON M9B 6E2 
Tel: 416-620-2934/416-622-8600 x 308 
Fax: 416-622-2308  
E-mail: books@readon.ca 
www.readon.ca

Bernice’s Picks . . .
The Art of Mentoring
Embracing the great 
generational transition
by Darlene Zschech
(Also available in Spanish) 
Reg. $18.75 – Sale $13.99

Dear Deb
A woman with cancer, a 
friend with secrets, and the 
letters that became their 
miracle
by Margaret Terry
(Also available in Spanish)
Sale $14.99

Ambushed by Grace
Help and hope on the caregiving journey
by Shelly Beach
Sale $10.99

Ready to Make Out Your Will?

Please remember us.
Every Bequest Makes a Difference.

Call 416-622-8600 for more information 
or download 
The Legacy Workbook 
from baptistwomen.com

women’s ministries
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Has your address changed?
Send	your	old	mailing	label	and	your	new	address	to:
Kristi	Pollard,	100	–	304	The	East	Mall,	Etobicoke,	ON	M9B	6E2

PUBLICATIONS MAIL AGREEMENT NUMBER 40007159
REGISTRATION NUMBER R9703
RETURN UNDELIvERABLE CANADIAN ADDRESSES TO:
live CIRCULATION DEPT.
100 – 304 THE EAST MALL 
ETOBICOKE, ON M9B 6E2

bwoq@baptist.ca

541	Eatery	in	Hamilton	offers	affordable	meals	and	community	programs.
Photo	credit:	Jacqueline	Solomon,	CBOQ


